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An Ordinance of the Falling Waters Homeowners’ Association


No person or entity shall make, continue, or cause to be made any loud, unnecessary, or unusual noise or noises whatsoever which unreasonably annoys, disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace, safety, or welfare of any person or precludes their enjoyment of property or affects their property’s value.  This general prohibition is not limited by the specific restrictions listed in the following sections.

SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS

The following acts are declared to be unlawful

A. Radios, televisions, musical instruments, streaming devices, tape or record players, amplifiers, and similar devices: operating or permitting the use or operations of any such device between the hours of 11:00 p.m.and 9:00 a.m. in a manner that creates noise audible across property lines. 

B. Lawn care, domestic use of construction equipment/tools:  operating lawn and garden tools and lawnmowers and similar devices used outdoors as well as domestic use of power tools between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. Monday-Friday or 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. Saturday, Sunday, and legal holidays in such a manner that will disturb or annoy any reasonable person nearby.  There is an exception for snowblowers, which may be operated after 5:00 a.m. 
 
C. Construction: operating or permitting the operation of any tool or equipment used in construction, drilling or demolition between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. Monday-Friday or 7:00p.m. and 8:00 a.m. Saturday, Sunday, and legal holidays in such a manner that will disturb or annoy any reasonable person nearby. 
 	
D. Horns and signaling devices: operating a horn or other audible signaling device on any motor vehicle, including golf carts, except in an emergency or when required by law. 

QUANTATIVE LIMITS

It shall be unlawful for any person or entity to cause the sound pressure level to exceed the limits listed below at any point on the boundary of the property where the person is located: 

55dBa between ten hours of 11:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.

In addition, no person shall make or cause to be made any earth-shaking vibrations perceptible without the aid of instruments beyond the property boundary of the vibration source.

EXCEPTIONS AND PERMITS

A. The provisions of this ordinance shall not apply to the emission of sound for the purpose of alerting persons to the existence of an emergency or the emission of sound in the performance of work to prevent or alleviate physical or property damage threatened or caused by a public calamity or other emergency.

B. The HOA board shall have the authority to issue permits to allow for certain activities that might otherwise be prohibited. Permits may be issued for:  celebrations, concerts, parades, or other special events (public or private).
	
C. A permit may be granted if a person can show that meeting the noise or activity rules would create an unfair or excessive hardship for themselves, the community, or others. The permit can only be approved if the benefit of allowing the activity outweighs any negative effects it may have on people’s health, safety, or quality of life. The permit may also include conditions or time limits to reduce any harmful impact.
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